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opinions of a foreign contemporary upon Captain
Gronow, and this we are enabled to do from the
pages of M. H. de Villemessanfs " Memoirs of a
Journalist/'* published in 1872.

66 Mr. Gronow, when I knew him, was small,
spare, and about fifty years of age ; his hair was
thinning, and he wore a small moustache, of which
the edge was daily shared, which did not disguise
the circumstance that the Captain's latent vanity
had recourse to a brown dye. He always wore a
blue tight-fitting coat, closely buttoned, just allow-
ing a narrow line of white waistcoat to be visible.

" It was customary, in certain circles, to lay
wagers that he slept with the top of his gold-headed
cane between his lips. This action was charac-
teristic. With the head of his well-known stick
pressed to his lips, the Captain spent his days,
seated at the window, watching every one he knew
in Paris pass the ' Petit Cercle/ of which he was
one of the founders, and where the latter part of
his life was spent. This ' Cercle' was a small and
select Club, occupying a suite of rooms in the

* Caf^ de Paris' on the boulevard des Italiens.

" He was very ' good form/ had a great respect
for everything that was proper and convenient,
and a strong propensity to become eccentric. He
committed the greatest follies, without in the
slightest disturbing the points of his shirt collar.
He had married a lady of the * corps de ballet/

*  H. de Villemessant, " Memoires d'un Journalists.    lere S4rie} ch. ix.    1872.
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